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Access to child care to meet the needs of all 
families 

Utah is experiencing a significant gap between the need for 
child care and the capacity of Utah’s child care system to 
meet that need. 

What is the Problem?



1. Child care provider shortage 

2. Workforce shortage 

3. Access to child care for all 
families

Policy Focus Areas



Regulatory Changes 
• Ratios

• Review of administrative rules 

• Alignment of state and local licensing 
regulations 

Possible Legislative Solutions 

Possible legislative solutions not currently being addressed 

through COVID-19 relief funding programs: 



Land Use Solutions  
• Modify housing allocation requirements 

for CRAs

• Modify requirements for a Housing and 
Transit Reinvestment Zone

Possible Legislative Solutions



Role of Employers
•Child care business cooperatives

Possible Legislative Solutions



New Providers
• Start-up grant program for new child 

care providers 

• Technical assistance for new child care 
providers (licensing, zoning, 
permitting, etc)

• Incentives for certified teachers to 
become providers 

Possible Legislative Solutions



Workforce Shortage 
• Apprenticeship program

• Early childhood education certificates 

• TEACH Program

Possible Legislative Solutions



Possible Legislative Solutions

Family Choice 
• Expand dependent exemption for 

0-5 year olds
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